
Friday, November 09, 2018 Page 1 
 

Format and rules for PHCC Challenge System  

I. Purpose:  to provide club members the opportunity to challenge higher rated players on a regular 

basis to improve and test their skills in over the board non-tournament competition. 

II. Regulations: ( Effective  11-9-2018 ) 

a. Challenges may be made by any club member on the PHCC rating list under the following 

circumstances: 

1. Can only be made only by a lower rated player. 

2. Can only be made during club hours and cannot be made after 8:00PM. 

3. Must be played on the same day as the challenge was made, so there can be no 

advanced challenges. 

4. Both players must be present. 

5. Only one challenge may be made per meeting. 

6. Challenger can only challenge a player that is rated less than 400 points above him on 

the rating list. 

7. All challenges must be accepted. 

8. No challenge may be made while a participant is involved in a tournament or challenge 

game. 

9. A clock must be used with the time control of G/60 with 5 second delay; must be 

recorded by both players and submitted to the rating director upon completion of the 

game. ( See Sample Score Sheet on page 2) 

10. All challenge games must comply with current tournament rules of chess as established 

by the US Chess Federation. 

11. No challenge game may be adjourned, but if an unusual circumstance arises, the club 

rating director may adjudicate. 

12. No member may be challenged more than one consecutive time by the same challenger. 

This means that the lower rated player cannot challenge the same player two times in a 

row. He/she must play another match before this can take place, but this also means 

that the higher rated player may be challenged by the same rated player consecutively if 

he has not participated in a match in between challenges within a six week period. 

Abuse (ie: Constant challenges and re-challenges or other annoying or inconsiderate 

behavior) must be reported to the Director and he has the option of suspending the 

violator indefinitely from participation in the Challenge system. Disputes will be 

adjudicated by the ratings director, with the advice of other players as he so wishes.  

13. Challenges can take place on the first Thursday of each month, or at any time there is no 

other tournament or event scheduled. 

14. Games can be rated by the USCF, provided both players are members in good standing 

with the USCF and agree to have it rated by paying in advance to the TD (Lon Rutkofske, or 

other club official with a valid TD certification card.) of $1.50@ to cover rating costs.  

15. Results will be rated by the PHCC (Using the USCF rating system.) using current PHCC 

ratings posted at the club and will be adjusted as necessary by the club rating director. 

Changes will also be posted on the club website.  
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Challenge Match Jan. 8, 2015 

G/60; 5 sec delay 

Lon Rutkofske Bill Wingrove 

1840 1667 

 e4   c5  

Nf3   Nc6 

 d4      d6 

 Bb4   cd4 

Nd4   Bd7 

 

 

Nf3   Nc6 
d4   cd4 
Nd4   d6 

Bb5   Bd7 
00   e6 
Draw Agreed 

Sample Score Sheet for Challenge Match 


